An egg-bearing female specimen, referable to the newly erected genus turoide.r Manning, 1978, was collected at Cape Monze, near Karachi, and brought alive to the Invertebrate Reference Museum of the University of Karachi on 25 October 1976. Here it was placed in a glass container and fed on bivalve flesh; it lived for 23 days and mostly stayed under a stone provided in the container; it apparently did not take care of its eggs. The eggs were later removed and kept separately in a plastic tray. On the seventh day after capture, one larva hatched; it lived for 26 hours, and probably died because of inadequate facilities.
it lived for 26 hours, and probably died because of inadequate facilities. Another adult specimen of the species, a male, was obtained from exactly the same locality on 29 October 1977; it survived in the laboratory for nearly a month when it had to be killed for study.
The specimens show a striking resemblance to Me.rdcturoide.r fimbriatus (Lenz) and At. brevisquamatus ( Paulson ) , but in details do not agree with either species. They are now described as a new species, Mesacturoides raymondi, and named in honour of Dr. Raymond B. Manning of the Smithsonian Institution, Washington. It may be pointed out that these specimens are the first representatives of the genus Mesacturoides from Pakistan (northern Arabian Sea).
Following is a brief description of the new species and its first larva. As far as we know, the first larvae of lVle.racturoide.r are unknown. The types and the larva are deposited in the Invertebrate Reference Museum (IRM).
Mesacturoides raymondi new species
Holotype total length (t.l., = measured from the tip of the rostrum to the apices of the submedian teeth of the telson), 31.5 mm; carapace length (c.l.), 9. Description of the holotype.
-The rostral plate is with three sharp anterior spines of which the median one is elongate, extending beyond the base of the eyes; the lateral spines are slightly curved and extend a trifle beyond the base of the eyes. The rostral width at the anterolateral angle is greater than the median length. The anterolateral angles of the carapace are rounded and extend only insignificantly beyond the base of the rostral plate ( fig. 1 A ) . The lateral margins of the carapace are sinuous and the posterior breadth is greater than the anterior. The mandibular palp is three-segmented. Five pairs of epipods are present. The antennal scales extend beyond the middle of the cornea. The raptorial claw is illustrated in fig. 1 B. The second to fifth abdominal segments show an inverted L-shaped groove anterolaterally.
The last abdominal somite bears six carinae, the submedians are very broad. The telson bears nine carinae and four posterior teeth. The median carina is vastly swollen. The first pair of lateral carinae does not extend as far as the anterior margin of the median carina, posteriorly they widen and fuse with the much shorter second lateral carinae. The carinae of the intermediate teeth are
